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Infroduction to the HSK Level 4 Test

HSK Level 4 tests students’ ability to use the Chinese language, corresponding to Level
4 of Chinese Language Proficiency Scales for Speakers of Other Languages and Level B2 of
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEF). Candidates who have passed
the HSK Level 4 test can use Chinese to discuss topics in a relatively wide range of fields and

communicate with native Chinese speakers rather fluently:.

[ . Targets
The HSK Level 4 test is targeted at students who have learned Chinese 2-3 class hours a

week for four semesters (two academic years) and have mastered 1,200 common Chinese words.

I . Contents

The HSK Level 4 test includes 100 questions in total, divided into three parts—Listening,
Reading, and Writing.

Contents Number of Questions | Duration (min.)
Part 1 10
|. Listening Part 2 15 45 Approximately 30
Part 3 20
Fill out the answer sheet 5
Part 1 10
II. Reading Part 2 10 40 40
Part 3 20
Ill. Writing Part | 19 15 25
Part 2 D
Total / 100 Approximately 100

The whole test takes about 105 minutes (including 5 minutes for students to write down

personal information).

1. Listening

Part 1 includes 10 questions. The recordings are read once only. For each question, there i1s
a monologue, followed by a sentence said based on the monologue. The sentence 1s also given on
the test paper for the candidates to decide whether it is true or false.

Part 2 includes 15 questions. The recordings are read once only. For each question, there 1s

a dialogue between two persons, each saying one sentence. A third person raises a question based
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on the dialogue, and four options are provided on the test paper for the candidates to choose

based on what they’ve heard.

Part 3 includes 20 questions. The recordings are read once only. For each question, there
is a dialogue with four or five sentences, or there is a short passage. One or two questions are
asked based on the dialogue or passage, and four options are provided on the test paper for the

candidates to choose based on what they’ve heard.

2. Reading

Part 1 includes 10 questions. For each question, there are one or two sentences with a blank
left for the candidates to fill in by choosing from the options given.
Part 2 includes 10 questions. For each question, there are three sentences for the candidates

to put them 1n order.
Part 3 includes 20 questions. For each question, there is a short text followed by one or two

questions. Candidates have to choose the answer to each question from the four options given.

3. Writing
Part 1 includes 10 questions. For each question, there are several words and expressions.
Candidates are required to write a sentence using these words and expressions.

Part 2 includes 5 questions. For each question, there is one picture and one word. Candidates

are required to write a sentence using the word based on the picture.

[ll. Performance Report

The test report of HSK Level 4 consists of the score for Listening, the score for Reading, the

score for Writing, and the total score. One needs 180 marks to pass the test.

Full Score | Your Score
Listening 100
Reading 100
Writing 100
Total 300

One’s HSK score is valid all the time. As a certificate of the Chinese proficiency of an
international student who wants to study in a Chinese university, the HSK score 1s valid for two

years (as of the day of testing).
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